Australia by Collin, Philippa (R16428) et al.
35 
 
Australia 
 
Philippa Collin, Ingrid Matthews, Brendan Churchill, Stewart Jackson 
 
Team Acknowledgements: Ariadne Vromen, Judith Bessant, Rob Watts 
Assistance from: Peter Chen, Michael Vaughan, Noah D’Mello, Eda Gunaydin, Jordan 
McSwinney, Georgina Theakstone, Lilly Moody, Elyse Champaign-Klassen, Aishe Naidu, Skye 
Tasker. 
 
Background 
Environmental activism and protest in Australia encompasses a wide range of issues and 
contexts going back to colonisation - from fighting for rivers and valleys against dam and 
inundation projects (Lee 2019) to protecting bushland and seas from extractive industries, 
logging practices and urban over-development (Macquarie, 1822; Mills 1988). The struggles 
that began as Indigenous resistance to British invasion in 1788 (Reynolds 1981 and 2013) have 
diverged into movements against racism, for Land Rights, and to stop mining.  
More broadly and over time, Social Movement Organisation (SMO) activities aimed at 
environmental protection have been numerous and diverse. Primarily facilitated by 
traditional advocacy organisations they have aimed to mobilise broad community opposition 
to specific developments with major environmental and cultural impacts. For example, in the 
1960s and 1970s Lake Pedder Action Group and Australian Conservation Foundation 
coordinated protests as well as standard lobbying techniques in the struggle against the 
drowning of Lake Pedder and mining on K’Gari (Fraser) Island. The 1980s and 90s increasingly 
saw a shift to informal, community-led, and confrontational activities, including anti-uranium 
and anti-nuclear movements with high-stakes actions at the Jabiluka Ranger mine in Kakadu 
National Park and the Pine gap military base in the Northern Territory. Famously, the Franklin 
River dam and Terrania Creek Forest blockades were supported by a myriad of loosely 
organised groups while the Wilderness Society played a lead coordination role. While formally 
organised campaigning led by state, national and international organisations continues in the 
2000s, a range of networked, less formally structured groups are prominent in leading direct 
action activities. Importantly, the struggle to protect lands and waters from logging, damming 
and mining is increasingly connected with climate justice, from community resistance to coal 
and coal seam gas mining (Gamilaraay People and Clan Groups Against Coal Seam Gas and 
Coal Mining and the #GamilMeansNo campaign, Knitting Nanas, Lock The Gate, and Rising 
Tide) to broader youth-led movements for climate (SEED Mob Indigenous Youth Climate 
Network and Australian Youth Climate Coalition [AYCC]). 
While the causes of climate change, specifically, have been observed since 1912 (Popular 
Mechanics, March 1912: p. 340-341) the policy and public debate in Australia emerged in the 
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mid-1980s. By the 1990s, the goal of lowering emissions had become a key mobiliser in 
Australia as it was around the globe - informed by scientists and activists, the threat of mass 
extinctions, and intergenerational equity and precautionary principles (Rio Earth Summit, 
1992). In Australia, the continued intransigence of the conservative Howard Government 
(1996-2007) towards taking any government action on climate change saw post-Kyoto 
climate-related action gain pace. At this time NGOs such as Nature Conservation Councils, 
Greenpeace, and Friends of the Earth organised a series of actions and protests prior to 
federal elections. These included the annual Walk Against Warming rallies, held prior to 
UNFCCC COP meetings beginning in 2005, through to actions and protests in the lead up to 
the 2007 federal election. The election itself was dominated by campaigns on labour and 
environmental issues, and the resulting Rudd Labor Government promised to prioritise 
climate action. Indeed, the subsequent Labor governments did pass carbon pricing legislation, 
but this was spectacularly repealed by the new Abbot-led Liberal government in 2014, leading 
to significant anti-government protests against pro-business austerity and climate denialism 
2015-18. The advent of the Thunberg-inspired school strikes has again invigorated climate 
activism in Australia - this time led by the country’s youngest citizens. 
The contemporary mass mobilisation of school students in Australia is unprecedented but 
also reflects the growing numbers of young people participating in the past 15 years in 
Australian youth-led organisations for climate and social justice (Collin, 2015). Among these, 
the youth-led Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) has been particularly significant: 
running high profile participatory campaigns, delivering climate campaigning workshops, 
training for school-age students and developing an extensive and decentralised model of 
community organising and action. With more than 150,000 members, the AYCC enables 
personalisable collective action: AYCC followers choose their own level of engagement and 
organise localised and networked actions, online and offline - hallmarks of the current climate 
protests. 
 
The climate strikes in Australia 
While AYCC and other groups have been undertaking significant campaigning, advocacy and 
lobbying activity for more than ten years, the recent surge of climate action protests was 
instigated by the school-student led movement #SchoolStrike4Climate 
(https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/), which began in the regional Victorian city of 
Castlemaine in October 2018. Autonomously organised by a group of (mainly) Year 8 high 
school students, these early actions in solidarity with Greta Thunberg were an effort to voice 
deep concern for the catastrophic impacts of climate change and dissatisfaction with current 
government policy. By word of mouth, students organised eight initial school strikes in the 
Castlemaine region, attracting 20 – 50 students to each event. The AYCC then worked with 
the Castlemaine students to create a webpage; develop a campaign strategy; and run 
workshops on organising actions and developing a social media presence. This built capacity 
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for a decentralised model, enabling students anywhere in Australia to organise and 
coordinate school strikes for climate action (Collin and McCormack, 2019). 
The network grew, and students across Australia began to coordinate and organise in their 
own regions. On 30 November 2018, an estimated 15,000 students temporarily left school to 
attend rallies in 30 locations around Australia to demand that politicians take immediate 
action on climate change in this first large-scale student ‘Walk-out’. The November 2018 
protests garnered significant media attention for their size and the unique profile of the 
protesters: the majority were school students aged 5 – 18 years old, some accompanied by 
supportive parents or carers. The action drew commentary from politicians including the 
incumbent Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, who said: [W]e do not support our schools being 
turned into parliaments… What we want is more learning in schools and less activism in 
schools (AAP, 26 November 2018). 
The students were not deterred, and organised further School Strikes on 15 March, 4 May 
and 20 September 2019. During 2019 the #SchoolStrike4Climate also drew new support and 
alliances from trade and tertiary students’ and professional unions, while continuing to build 
solidarity networks with parents, churches and some independent schools. Despite support 
for ongoing climate strikes and mass actions from more traditional quarters, 
#SchoolStrike4Climate nevertheless remains an autonomous student-based movement. By 
20 September 2019 #SchoolStrike4Climate reported 115+ climate actions were held around 
Australia and the organiser-estimated attendance had grown to 350,000 people. 
In Sydney, we estimated the crowd at 50,000–60,000 but news media and #SS4C reported 
some 80,000 people attended. The rally was held in the Domain a large public open space 
between the State Library and the NSW Art Gallery, directly behind Warrane (Circular Quay) 
where the 1788 British landing is commemorated every 26 January. The first speaker was 
Marlie Thomas, a 16-year-old proud Kamilaroi woman and student at regional Gunnedah High 
School - 422kms from Sydney. After acknowledging the Gadigal clan and Country where the 
protest took place, she said: “I am here on the authority of my elders. I struggle to think of 
one way climate change doesn't affect our culture. I have had to help collect bottled water 
for our family in Walgett. Many other towns in NSW are facing the same crisis. We rely on 
Country and these rivers are our life.” Her speech brought together the many threads of past 
struggles with the urgency of youth-led climate action today: as a young person speaking, 
with the imprimatur of her elders, to universal rights, to protecting lands and waters from 
commodification, and to demanding action on climate policy. 
 
Survey delivery 
The Climate Protest - Sydney project was delivered by a team of 15 who conducted the short 
face-to-face surveys and distributed approximately 800 flyers to recruit to the online survey 
and follow up interviews. In addition our team visually recorded (photographing) event 
signage (placards) for future analysis. 
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Given the central role children and young people have played in the Australian protests, we 
sought to capture data on their motives, aspirations and views. Keeping in mind the global 
climate study protocol, we created versions of the online survey for 5 – 9 year olds and 10 – 
15 year olds. Surveys were adapted with the input of children of diverse backgrounds and 
ages and in line with ethics approval requirements we sought informed parental consent for 
children’s participation in the survey during the protest. As such, only children who attended 
with a parent were recruited for the surveys for U16 year olds. The online surveys received 
190 completions for over 16 year olds; 28 completions for 10 - 15 year olds and 13 
completions for 5 - 9 year olds. We also collected 83 short in-person surveys.  
1. Who Participated? 
Although the Sydney protests to date have been dominated by young people, the 20 
September 2019 protests drew far more adults in solidarity with school students. While 
school-age campaigners led the event the short face-to-face survey findings (n=83) suggest 
the largest age group in attendance was the 24 – 38 year olds (Millennials), followed by 
children and young people aged under 23 years (Gen Z), then 55 – 71 year olds (Boomers) and 
39 – 54 year olds (GenX). Generation X are the smallest single group in this sample although 
our online survey sample (Graph 1) shows a larger number of Gen X participants.  
 
Graph 1 Age of online survey respondents (n=190) 
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Obtaining completed surveys from children and young people aged under 16 years was 
relatively unsuccessful.4 It is therefore extremely difficult to determine how many students 
there were in attendance. Given the leadership and focus of the protests on encouraging 
school students to attend we estimate there were at least equal numbers of young people 
under the age of 18 as those over the age of 18 at the September 20 2019 rally in Sydney.  
We conclude that Gen Z participants were numerous and underrepresented in the online 
survey, and many were likely to be in attendance with their Millennial or GenX parents. Also, 
of all the rallies, this was not only the largest rally to date, but was also the one the drew 
participation from the broadest age range and a higher median age of 36 signally a growing 
intergenerational solidarity for the climate strikes. 
The survey conducted with those aged over 16 years (n=190) indicates that only 17% were 
students. Protest participants aged over 16 years are, however, highly educated (Table 1. 
Highest level of education attained) 
 
Table 1 Highest level of education completed to date 
  N % 
None, did not complete primary school  0 0 
Primary school  0 0  
Lower secondary school 2 1.25 
Higher secondary school 16 10.00 
Post-secondary, non-university 20 12.50 
University 99 61.88 
PhD 14 8.75 
Other 9 5.62 
Total 160 100.00 
  
More women attended the protest than men or those who identify as another gender. The 
face to face survey gender ratio was 48 (58%) women, 33 men (40%), one person each 
identifying as non-binary and gender queer (2%) (Graph 2). The online survey gender 
                                                             
4 A paper that focuses on the limitations of the methodology for collecting data with people under the age of 
16 will be collated. However, brief observations are that a number of barriers to completion likely exist 
including: going online after the protest to complete, length of the survey and requirement for parental 
consent. The Sydney team is currently piloting alternative methods that are more relatable and engaging for 
young people to increase data collection with this important group of participants.  
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breakdown was 67% female; 32% male; 1% other. This may be explained by the historical 
participation of women in protest movements, the role women continue to play as primary 
carers of children and therefore attending with younger students; and the fact that women 
benefit less from maintaining a status quo which continues to reproduce gender inequity in 
both the public and private spheres. 
 
Graph 2 Gender distribution of face-to-face short survey sample 
  
 In terms of ethnic diversity, 70 percent of online survey respondents were born in Australia 
and 57 % of participants’ mothers were born in Australia and 56 percent of participants 
fathers were born in Australia. This indicates that just over half of participants had at least 
one parent born overseas, broadly reflecting the general population. 
Protesters overall reported a working-to-lower-class identification with only 8 percent 
viewing themselves as ‘upper middle class’ (Table 2). 
Table 2 Class self-identification 
  N % 
Lower class 4 2.53 
Working class 71 44.94 
Lower middle class 50 31.65 
Upper middle class 12 7.59 
None 17 10.76 
Don’t know 4 2.53 
Total   100.00 
58
39
1 1 1
w o m e n m e n n o n - b i n a r y g e n d e r q u e e r n o  r e s p o n s e
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2. Prior experience of participating in protests and other forms of political 
participation 
Sydney protesters reflected reasonable levels of engagement with political and civic 
organisations (Table 3). Passive membership is relatively high, specifically for environmental 
organisations (20.36%) and charities or humanitarian organisations (18.56%). There are more 
active than passive members in youth organisations (15.97%) and student organisations 
(21.05%) most likely reflecting the effort to bring tertiary students to the 20 September 2019 
protest. Many protesters also reported being either a passive or active a member of an 
environmental organisation (33.93%) and humanitarian or charitable organisation (29.34%).  
 
Table 3 Protester participation organizations in the past 12 months 
  Passive Active Not a 
member 
N % 
School council 2.40 4.19 93.41 167 100.00 
Youth organisation 10.53 15.79 73.68 19 100.00 
Church or religious organisation 1.20 6.59 92.22 167 100.00 
Student organisation 10.53 21.05 68.42 19 100.00 
Trade organisation or professional 
association 
12.57  8.38 79.04 167 100.00 
Political party or its youth organisation 9.58 4.79 85.63 167  100.00 
Women’s organisation 6.59 1.80 91.62 167 100.00 
Sport or cultural organisation 4.79 9.58 85.63 167 100.00 
Environmental organisation 20.36 12.57 67.07 167 100.00 
LGBTQI rights organisation 6.59 1.80 91.62 167 100.00 
Community or neighbourhood association 10.78  8.98 80.24 167 100.00 
Charity or humanitarian organisation 18.56 10.78 70.66 167 100.00 
Third world Global Justice or Peace 
organisation 
11.38 1.80 86.83 167 100.00 
Anti-racist or Migrant organisation 5.99 0.60 93.41 167 100.00 
Human or civil rights organisation 12.57 2.40 85.03 167 100.00 
Other   2.99 97.01 167 100.00 
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The online surveys showed protestors are engaged with a range of interest, community and 
politically-oriented organisations (Table 3) but the short face to face surveys found that they 
are not experienced demonstrators (Table 4). As with education, past participation in 
demonstrations falls reasonably predictably along age lines, with the lower numbers 
clustering around the younger respondents. By far the largest cohort was of people who had 
attended a few other protests, but not many, which reflects the largest cohort overall being 
millennials. 
 
Table 4 Have you taken part in demonstrations in the past? 
Code Response Total % Generation 
1 Never 13 16 1B, 1X, 3M, 8Zs 
2 1 – 5 42 51 3B, 4X, 19M, 15 Zs 
3 6 – 10 9 11 3B, 3X, 3M, 0Z 
4 11 – 20 13 16 1W, 4B, 3X, 4M, 0Z 
5 Over 21 6 7 3B, 2Xs. 1M; gender: W4, GQ1, M1 
 
One third of Generation Z protesters were attending their first every protest (8 respondents) 
and the remaining two thirds had attended 1 – 5 protests in the past (15 respondents). There 
were millennials in every category, but by far the most (61%) nominated 1-5 previous protests 
indicating that the SchoolStrike4Climate protests are mobilizing people who have not been 
active in demonstrations in the past. Among online survey respondents, the vast majority had 
either never, or only attended 1 - 5 protests ever prior to the climate strikes (Table 5.). These 
findings are generally supported by the online survey which suggests that these climate 
protests are mobilising people who have either never participated in protests before, or have 
not done so in the last 12 months.  
Table 5: Excluding the Climate Strikes, how many times have online survey respondents 
participated in a demonstration? 
  Never 1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 20 21+ Total 
Ever 12.50 38.75 19.38 11.88 17.50 100.00 
Past 12 months 42.21 53.25 3.90 0.64  0 100.00 
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By contrast, protesters report high engagement in individual political repertoires, particularly 
conscious consumerism, signing petitions and reducing energy consumption. None had used 
violent forms of action to express political views (Table 6). 
Table 6: What actions people have done in the past 12 months.  
Statement Yes No Total % Total N 
contacted a politician, government, or local government 
official? 
51.83 48.17 100.00 164 
signed a petition/public letter? 86.59 13.41 100.00 164 
donated money to a political organization or group? 49.07 50.93 100.00 161 
boycotted certain products? 90.12 9.88 100.00 162 
worn or displayed a campaign badge/sticker? 42.33 57.67 100.00 163 
raised awareness for a political issue via social media? 73.01 26.99 100.00 163 
joined a strike (other than today's Climate Strike) 33.33 66.67 100.00 162 
taken part in direct action (such as: blockade, 
occupation, civil disobedience)? 
11.04 88.96 100.00 163 
used violent forms of action (against property or 
people)? 
  100.00 100.00 162 
gave up a trip by plane for political, ethical or 
environmental reasons? 
15.34 84.66 100.00 163 
deliberately bought products for political, ethical or 
environmental reasons? 
96.27 3.73 100.00 161 
changed your diet for political, ethical or environmental 
reasons? 
71.95 28.05 100.00 164 
consumed less products altogether for political, ethical 
or environmental reasons? 
87.88 12.12 100.00 164 
reused products like bottles and plastic bags for political, 
ethical or environmental reasons? 
99.39 0.61 100.00 165 
reduced energy use in your household for political, 
ethical or environmental reasons? 
87.27 12.73 100.00 165 
bought second-hand goods (such as clothes, bikes, 
phones, etc.) for political, ethical or environmental 
reasons? 
70.91 29.09 100.00 165 
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3. Why did they protest? 
Sydney survey respondents were most likely to report that wanting to put pressure on 
politicians to make things change motivated them to attend the protests (Table 7). They were 
also mainly motivated to express solidarity, raise public awareness and due to a sense of 
moral obligation. Few were motivated to attend because someone had asked the to, or to 
defend their own interests. This may also reflect the gender ratio, in a society where pursuit 
of ‘rational self-interest’ in the liberal/free market value system is more vigorously promoted 
to boys and men in traditionally masculine spaces such as male-dominated workplaces and 
sporting arenas. 
 
Table 7: Reason for participating in the 20 September Climate Protest  
Statement Avg. N 
defend my interests 3.78 (.08) 165 
express my views 4.31 (.05) 165 
pressure politicians to make things change 4.70 (.05) 165 
raise public awareness 4.56 (.05) 165 
express my solidarity 4.58 (.05) 165 
because I felt morally obliged to do so 4.37 (.07) 165 
because somebody asked me to join 2.10 (.08) 165 
Note: Higher scores indicate more agreement 
Protesters aged 10 – 15 were invited to say in their own words why they attended the rally. 
Most common themes were wanting governments to take action on climate change, being 
worried about the future and wanting to make a difference (Word Cloud 1) 
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Word Cloud 1: Reason for participating in the 20 September Climate Protest 10 – 15 year olds 
 
 
Protesters were almost unanimous in their belief in the goal of the demonstrations to call on 
“politicians to fulfil their promise to stop global warming” but were ambivalent about the 
demonstration being effective in achieving this goal (Table 8).  
 
Table 8. How important is the goal "Politicians must fulfil their promise to stop global 
warming". 
Statement Avg. N 
This goal is important 
4.98 (.02) 167 
This demonstration will be effective in reaching this goal 
3.07 (.06) 167 
Note: Higher scores indicate responses closer to “very much:” 
 
Similarly, the protesters agreed with the goal of advancing global justice through climate 
action, but were ambivalent that the goal will be achieved through protesting (Table 9).  
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Table 9: Agreement with the statement: "Global justice must be advanced through climate 
action.” 
Statement Avg. N 
This goal is important 4.62 (.05) 167 
This demonstration will be effective in reaching this goal 3.05 (.06) 167 
  
4. The role of affect 
Most Sydney protesters reported feeling largely frustrated, worried and angry about climate 
change.  
 
Table 10. How people feel about climate change/global warming 
Feelings Avg. N 
Angry 4.25 (..06) 163 
Hopeless 3.20 (.09) 163 
Anxious 3.63 (.09) 163 
Worried 4.28 (.06) 163 
Fearful 3.73 (.08) 163 
Frustrated 4.50 (.06) 163 
Powerless 3.49 (.08) 163 
Note: Higher scores indicate responses closer to “very much:” 
 
When analysed by age/generation, the youngest protesters (GenZ) have the strongest sense 
of all these feelings except ‘Frustrated’ - which older protesters feel more strongly (Graph 3). 
Trust in Australian democracy is at its lowest since time series data has been available (Stoker 
et al, 2018). Indeed, the face to face short survey indicates that 70% of respondents were 
dissatisfied to very dissatisfied. 
The online survey respondents suggest that Sydney protesters are more likely to trust in the 
police or the European Union than they are in the Australian Federal Parliament (Table 10). 
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Graph 3. How people feel about climate change/global warming 
 
Political parties and the mass media accompany the federal parliament as the least trusted 
institutions. Protesters were more likely to trust Environmental Groups and the United 
Nations.  
Table 10: Trust in types of institutions. 
  Avg. N 
Australian federal government 2.11 (.07) 162 
NSW government 2.23 (.07) 162 
Political parties 2.06 (.05) 162 
EU 3.13 (.06) 162 
UN 3.67 (.07) 162 
Police 3.19 (.08) 162 
Mass media 2.12 (.06) 162 
Environmental groups 3.91 (.06) 162 
Local councils 2.85 (.07) 162 
Note: Higher scores more trusting 
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Despite low levels of trust, protesters are generally likely to be interested in politics. In the 
face to face survey 71% reported being ‘quite’ (25%) or ‘very’ (46%) interested. Online survey 
respondents reported low levels of belief in the efficacy of institutional forms of political 
participation, such as voting. However, they report a greater belief in their capacity to 
influence policies and, in particular, the impact that organized groups of citizens can have on 
public policies. Sydney protesters also believe that international solidarity can have a 
significant effect on the global response to climate change (Table 11). 
 
Table 11. Views on political agents and efficacy. (to what extent to protesters agree with the 
questions below) (n=163) 
  Avg. 
Most politicians make a lot of promises but do not actually do 
anything 3.85 (.06) 
I don’t see the use of voting, parties do whatever they want 
anyway 2.25 (.08) 
My participation can have an impact on public policy in this 
country 3.93 (.05) 
Organized groups of citizens can have a lot of impact on public 
policies in this country 4.12 (.04) 
If citizens from different countries join forces, they can have a 
lot of impact on international politics 4.09 (.05) 
I consider everybody’s side of an argument before making a 
decision 3.87 (.06) 
Note: Higher scores indicate greater agreement 
This notwithstanding, Sydney protesters are equivocal regarding current policies to address 
climate change.  
 
Table 12. How hopeful protesters are that climate change can be addressed. 
Statement Avg. N 
I feel hopeful about policies being able to address climate change 3.04 (.08) 163 
Even if things look bleak, I do not lose hope that we are able to deal 
with climate change 3.60 (.07) 163 
Note: Higher scores indicate responses closer to “very much:” 
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They are neither optimistic, nor pessimistic when asked if we are able to deal with climate 
change. When asked to what extent they felt hopeful that climate change can be dealt with, 
the protesters were generally ambivalent (table 12). In relation to the two questions on hope 
(above) GenX are more hopeful than all other age groups and GenZ are the least hopeful 
(Graph 4).5 
 
Graph 4. Feelings of hope by generation 
 
 
5. What do people want to change and who do they think should bring this about? 
Survey respondents disagreed that governments, companies and the market can be relied on 
to solve the current challenges the environment faces. They did report feeling very strongly 
that governments should prioritise protecting the environment and taking science-informed 
action on climate change regardless of public opinion.  
 
 
 
                                                             
5 ‘Series 1’ is in response to the question I feel hopeful about policies being able to address climate change; 
‘Series 2’ is in response to the question “Even if things look bleak, I do not lose hope…”. 
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Table 13 – Views on how climate change can be addressed. (To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following statements?) 
Statement Score (SD) 
Modern science can be relied on to solve our environmental problems 3.79 (.08) 
Governments can be relied on to solve our environmental problems 1.85 (.06) 
Companies and the market can be relied on to solve our environmental 
problems 
2.10 (.07) 
Stopping climate change must primarily be accomplished through voluntary 
lifestyle changes by individuals 
2.54 (.08) 
The Government must act on what climate scientists say even if the 
majority of people are opposed 
4.48 (.06) 
Protecting the environment should be given priority, even if it causes slower 
economic growth and some loss of jobs 
4.57 (.06) 
Measures to decrease CO2 emissions cannot be allowed to make social 
welfare arrangements worse 
3.34 (0.7) 
Note: Scores closer to five indicate more agreement with the statement.  
 
Conclusions 
The Sydney 20 September 2019 Climate Protest was large-scale and brought together a 
diverse and intergenerational crowd. Despite our best efforts, we were unable to sample a 
‘representative’ number of children and young people due to the challenges of administering 
a child-friendly version of the online survey and securing informed parental consent. 
However, our observation was that at least half of the protesters were under the age of 18 
years. Students were strongly supported by Millenials and GenXers, women and people 
identifying as working or lower-middle class who came to protest.  
Importantly the Climate Protests appear to be mobilising people who have either had little or 
no experience with demonstrations – even as many reported high levels of engagement in 
individual political repertoires, particularly conscious consumerism, signing petitions and 
reducing energy consumption. 
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Protesters in Sydney mainly participated because they want to pressure politicians to take 
action on climate change, raise awareness and show solidarity with others. They feel very 
strongly that politicians need to fulfill promises to address climate action and that global 
justice must be advanced via action on climate change. Protesters feel most strongly a sense 
of anger and frustration although Gen Z are most likely to feel hopeless and worried 
suggesting that youth action is driven not only by hope but also deep concern. Indeed, in our 
survey the youngest protesters are the ones who have the lowest sense of hope. 
Nevertheless, their commitment to addressing climate change is clear: because they want a 
future.  
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